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MP abundance:
o Except for Summer, sampling site 1 consistently recorded the highest concentration of MPs: at 1RB_B in Spring and Autumn ,and at 1C_B in
Winter (158 MPs/L — highest abundance observed).
Winter _ Summer
160 j sprmg 100 Sampling was not possible
140 j at sites 7 and 8 in Summer

140

120 20 j j 80 j

) j 60 j j j

60 40 j j
o | ]

. 11
0 m B B
S

£J

MPs/L
MPs/L
MPs/L

20

0
5. % S 9 S 9 S % S 9 .9 °_ % . . . . .
&%@/ ,»0’,»()’ q?g){’]g.\ d q’c)/ () (bqg?éqg)’ :50/‘5()/ b?g)g?‘ s b‘Q/b‘Q/ (DO/%C)/ Q)O/Q)O/ QQ\Q’(SQ\ + ca()/qo/

§

4

ISCUSSION

Results and D

S S S
R ARG )RR 970 G R R RS R
Longitudinal analysis revealed: Vertical analysis:
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o Higher abundance of MPs in thesectlon o B samples consistently exhibited higher
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(sampling sites 1, 3, 5, and 6; consistent with other MP abundance than S samples across all
120 studies'®), near the Carrapatelo dam, compared to seasons;
100 the Se(?tion |mmed|ate|y downstream of the Régua dam o Autumn exhibited more homogeneity
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In all season, the Dark bars = Surface (S) and the Light bars = Bottom (B) variations in ﬂOW VGlOCItleS.
MP characteristics:
o It varied little between sampling sites and sampling periods;
o However, Winter and Spring revealed greater variation between S and B samples. These sampling periods were characterized by higher mean flow velocities (0.31 m/s
and 0.29 m/s, respectively), while Autumn presented the lowest mean flow velocity value (0.09 m/s);
o Patterns were similar to those found by other studies in reservoirs™->S.
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respectively) (particularly at site 1C_B). especially in'S samples in Spring (17 %). greater abundance of paint particles.
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